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Greetings My Most Valued Wildcat Family, 

I hope this finds each of you and your loved ones safe and healthy, and as free as possible from the physical and 

emotional tolls this pandemic has placed on humanity. As a Wildcat Alumni, I’ve always been proud of 

Thornton and those core characteristics that only Wildcats can exhibit. Today, we call it Wildcat Pride. Now 

imagine the opportunity to lead in that effort for over 16 years, 11 of which to serve as The Principal. To be 

able to serve the Wildcat Community in that capacity and have that impact on our youth is undoubtedly the 

most humbling experience of my life. I join the ranks of only a few who have been given that awesome 

responsibility and honor.  

Like most humans who have that desire to learn, grow, and maximize their best efforts in both their 

professional and personal lives, I’ve always shared in that desire. From the time of my service as a building 

level administrator, I’ve always imagined my potential impact on the High School District 205 Community if 

given the opportunity to serve in that capacity. Well, 2 years ago, and after 9 years of dedicated service as 

principal of Wildcat Country, I asked the superintendent and our board of education for that opportunity, of 

which they obliged. However, the stakeholders of our Wildcat Community were not prepared for that to 

happen. Therefore, our superintendent made the decision to keep me in place. Two years later, I still have that 

passion to serve the 205 Community in another capacity, the Director of College and Careers, which is still 

being granted by our superintendent and board of education. 

Last year, the superintendent gave me an opportunity to have an associate principal to prepare for this 

transition. Mr. Todd Whitaker joined my team to become a Wildcat. We had planned for him to get an 

opportunity to meet our community and spend time learning our systems. He has been able to learn the systems, 

but the pandemic limited the opportunity for him to meet face to face with the community.  Mr. Whitaker has 

become a valued member of our administrative team and look forward to his work in leading the Wildcat 

Family. 

Wildcat Family, it’s been the greatest honor of my life to serve you these past 11 years. I am extremely proud to 

see and know how we, all of the stakeholders of Thornton Township High School, have defined and re-defined 

our school. As I transition to the central office as the Director of College and Careers, this is by no means a 

Goodbye. However, it is more of a set aside, as I will only be in an arm’s reach in support of the new principal 

and that administration. I plan to continue to serve the High School District 205 Community with the same 

honor and commitment that I have served our Wildcat Community. The Marine Corps motto is a Latin term, 

Semper Fidelis which means Always Faithful. I close this announcement to my Wildcat Family with that term, 

and never more deeply felt Semper Fidelis. 

Best Regards, 

 

 

 

Dr. Tony L. Ratliff Sr. 

Proud Principal of Thornton Township High School   
 
 

Dr. Tony L. Ratliff Sr. Mr. Todd Whitaker Mr. Benjamin Blakeley  Mr. Mason Newell        Ms. Wanda Russell 

Principal Associate Principal    Assistant Principal Assistant Principal             Assistant Principal 

708.225.4100 708-225-4158 708.225.4236 708.225.4115                   708.225.4113 

 

www.district205.net 

http://www.district205.net/

